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A Natural Road Connecting North and South

The Hakone area is located in a boundary zone between the Izu-Bonin
Islands (the Izu-Bonin arc) and the main island of Japan (the Honshu arc).
The Hakone volcanoes, located at the center of that area, run north to
south and form a boundary that divides Japan into east and west.

The Hakone volcanoes are part of an arc that connects the Fossa Magna
rift area in the Tanzawa mountains in the north to the Izu Peninsula and
the Izu-Bonin Islands in the south.

A Historical Road Connecting East and West

The Tokaido is the main artery connecting east and west Japan, and has
played a major role in Japanese history.

During the Warring States Period of the Middle Ages, Odawara-jo Castle
and other castles were built. A quarry was opened in this area to meet the
demand for stone to build the castles, and mining flourished in the Edo
period. Even during the peaceful Edo era, inspection booths (such as the
Hakone Sekisho) were placed in this area to protect the city of Edo.

The Hakone Geopark, located on the historical Tokaido road, was a region
of cultural exchange between east and west.

Here we provide a review of
the Hakone Geopark from a
geological viewpoint—based
on resources that describe the
nature, history, and culture of
the area—to promote interest
and awareness among local
residents. We also hope to gen-
erate an exceptional experience
for those who visit this area.
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. Hakone Geopark Promotion Council Seretariat (in the Hakone Town office, Planning Division)

TEL. 0460-85-9560 http://www.hakone-geopark jp/



